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they grand and mighty. The grind of modern industrial
conditions is to them a more powerful enemy than ever
crossed the and hills of the NortlvWest Frontier. They love
their religion, they love their land, for either they would die
to a man. And yet when we examine their religion it displays
a charming vagueness. Nobody can say whether the Sikh
has a god; whether he is a theist or merely a Bhakti emo/
tionalist. The Granth is a collection of religious songs
chosen apparently for their personal fervour and sincerity.
But it has no creed and no cosmogony. There are definite
instructions to Sikhs in odd corners of their literature, but
doctrine in the accepted sense appears to the Sikh to be an
irrelevant exactitude.
We are told somewhere that the "guru*' or teacher is the
main personal reverence of Sikhism; the whole drift of Sikh
worship, however, points to a shadowy personal god. The
fact that the Granth is mainly a collection of Bhakti poems
adds strength to this idea, since the Bhakti movement was a
movement of love and devotion, and we cannot have love
and devotion merely for a Punjab sunset, however beautiful.
The founder of the Sikh religion was Guru Nanak, born
in 1469. He was a reformer of old rather than a builder of
new systems. His inspiration, indeed, came from a whole
series of assaults on Hinduism which took place between
the I4th and the i6th centuries. The Aryan system was
becoming mechanical and priest/ridden* Its philosophical
transcendence was being treated as fatalism; men were bowing
under its stark hopelessness; the way of release from Karma
could not be trod by ordinary mortals, trust in idolatry
and the painted image had degenerated from an exhausted
compromise to an inexorable doom. Reform was needed.
Prophets of hope were sighed for by thousands of faded
spirits. Hinduism's fires were still warm, but they were greyed
and ashen; men thought them dead.
Into this frozen waste came the dazzling and racbant figure
of Kabir. He is one of the most arresting personalities in